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Tin: Fate of the Passengers ok the He¬
lena Si.ii.man..Our German Reporter visited
yesterday the different boarding-houses where the
uiifortunate passengers of the Helena Sloman are

lodged, rt was a sad spectacle that was offered
to his eyes. The female pessengers are suffering
the most. They are entirely destitute; and in

consequence of the cold cannot, even leave their

lionses, having scarcely anything to protect them
against thy weather. At the " Deutsche Heim,
Ith," Mrs. Skiofcr Proprietor, No. 121 Greenwich-
St. are about HO persons. Mrs. Nelson of Meklen-

five children, of
and th" other Of

deman, with a wife
Greenwich st. has
uinernte more than
ardly know where
'German Society,''
i-ed to support the
teans. Some have
n, to the country
lowledge that they
es of the different

The Society
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htirgh, a respectable lady witl
which two daughters, one of 1'

18 years, are very well oducale
band and has not even a chang
youngest child. Christoph Line
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lost his all. and so we could onu

fifty persons, some of wh
to find shelter or bread. The '

at 84 Greenwich-st. has reso!"
nfferers according to their n

been sent, through its directio
and the Society is glnd to acki
have met with the syrapathi
railroad aim steamboat compa
also received a donation of clot!
uious friend, which was very appropriate to the
occasion. They have appropriated some funds for

the purchase of woolen petticoats, and shoes and

stockings, and are ready to receive any farther
donations in clothing or money for disbursement

among the sufferers. The agent, Mr. Degreck,
and his assistant, Mr. i.'behalt, have personally
visited several of them and looked to their inter¬
ests. At 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon, a meeting
Was held a! tho Shakspere Hotel for tho same

purpose, and n Committee elected to protect the
rights of the passengers against the proprietor of
the vessel, Mr. Sloman of Hambarg, who, accord¬

ing to the law of' that city, is hound to insure the
amount oi the pnssage and S20 above such amount
in case of accident. We shall be glnd to report
reuerous relief from our citizens

Militari Election,.An election for the of¬
fice of Brigadier General of the First Brigade
Xew-York State Militia, vacant by the resigna¬
tion of Gen. Henry Storms, was held at tho Mer¬
cer House yesterday afternoon. Major-Generul
Sinford, ol the First Division, Col. Washington
Pustly, of the Third, and Col. Charles B. Spicer,
cl" the Second Regiments, were the candidates..
Tho Polls were opened at 4, P. M. and closed at

5oclock, P. M. when Gen. Sanford declared the

majority of votes in favor of Col. Spicer.(two ma.

jority, we believe,).who, in answer to the ques¬
tion put to him, accepted the ollice, whereupon he

was declared the Brigadier-General elect of the
First Brigade. Brigadier-General Storms eon.

gratulnted Col. Spicer upon his election, when
ihrco times three cheers were given for General
Storni« by tho officers of the Brigade, who had
teen so long under his command. A collation was
ordered by Col. Spicer, at which the toasts and

speeches were applicable and to the point The
best ol feelings were oxhibited by nil, and Col,
Postley won new honors by the graceful manner ill
which be acknowledged his defeat. Major Bo.
?»rt, Col. Morris, Capt. A. C. Castle, and name-

'ous of our distinguished military men, exhibited
»lively interest in the election,

Tnk coroner..The rapid increase of our City
Kerns to render its division into three or four

districts, with a Coroner for each, a matter of

propriety. The business of that office can hardly
be taken care of by one man. The bill for three-
tnarters of this year is 18,433, indicating an

*fflount of business sufficient to employ three per
.oris at least.

.-+.

Gr** We notice that Henry P. MeGosvn, Forc¬
en Engine Co. 40, and John Gillilan, Foroman
Engine Co. 35, have been named as candidates
!"r Assistant Kngineer of the HurL'tn District.

Industrial Congress..Tho regular weekly
Wsetuigol Delegates from the different Trades to
tttis body will be held this evening.

Si kätors Fgote vnii Downs inthe 18stdrace
op the 8aiety Committee..-Shortly after 1
o'clock P.M. 3'eaterday, the Governor's Room was

idled with spectators, curious to see the Senators
from Louisiana and Mississippi, especially the lat¬
ter, and hear the progress of the " Union" move¬

ment at the South.
Ocden Hoffman, Esq. addressed the Senators

in behalf of the Committee of Safety, recapitu¬
lating the results of the " L'nion" movement at
the North and heartily congratulating the guests
of the Committee and extending to them a cor¬

dial welcome to New-York.
Gcd. IIenrv S. Foote was then calico for, and

in a succinct and animated manner depicted the
feeling in Mississippi, wherever he had been, and

gave authentic information from such portions of
the State as he had not visited. The people were

unanimous for the Union, although the Legislature
and officials were now generally for secession.
In fact the "Union" feeling was pervading tho
whole South, the North, the Mast and the West.
He was rejoiced also to learn that the Northern
leaders were about to cease agitation aad give
the peace measures a ehancc to operate. He had
sacrificed al! his party predilections in the Senate
aud had united with men from every section to
secure the adoption of the late Compromise, and

Clay, Gass and Webster, for their services on the
Committee of Thirteen. When it was told to
Gen. Cass that the prospects of the Committee
would finally lead to the election of Henry Clay
to the Presidency, Gen. C. with great good leel-
ir.g was perfectly enraptured, expressing his per-
feel willingness to support such a nomination for
the success of the " Union" party. The narrative
of Gen. Foote was listened to throughout with the
utmost attention and he was frequently applauded
Senator Solomon W. Down? of Louisiana,

next addressed the audience, slating that be
came from n "Union'' State, which wa3 but
sli;:btly tinctured with disunion. To be sure
there was some opposition to the measures of
peace presented by the Conipromiso Committee
ol which he had been a member, but not to the
extent which had been displayed in other quar¬
ters. He complimented Senator Foote, and also
Webster and Cass, but studiously excluded
Henry Clay, whose name brought down thunders
of applause, during the remarks of Senator Foote.
This caused some uneasiness in the audience.
Mr. Downs referred to the great mon on that
t ommiltee." Cass, Webster and [hero "Clay"
stuck in his throat, like Macbeth's "amen," and
1 e at last answered out] your own Senator,
Dickinson." The attack made by Senator Down,
upon the memory of Louisiana's and the nation's
favorite, Gen. Taylor, when he said that the Union
would never have been saved had it not been by
a dispensation of Providence in a change of Ad"
ministration, produced loud murmurings, notwith*
standing Gen. Downs disclaimed all partisanship
in his remarks. He had no doubt in the world
that civ il war would have been produced had not
the Texan Boundary Bill passed. Thousands of
gallant Southrons, he said would have joined
Texas. South Carolina, Mississippi, Ac. in assert¬
ing the claims of Texas. He said this in all sin¬
cerity. He said the Union Meeting at Castle
Garden had produced a great excitement South,
and stimulated the people to espouse the cause
of the Union. He regretted that the proceedings
of this aud similar meetings at the North were
not more generally circulated al the South. In
th e South but one side of the story was given by
the press, and thus scarcely one out of ten knew
the real state of feeling which he had now wit
iieoaCt1; and of the sentiment which j^rvaded the
North. From the inueiidoes Gen. D, threw out,
he wns evidently disheartened at the cruel treat-
ment which had befallen his "patriotic " friend,
I). S. Dickinson, and Senator Downs expressed
Eonie fears that there was a home influence work-
ing against himself. He wound up by ridiculing
the fears expressed by some Democrats, that the
objects of all these demonstrations were to make
Henry Clay J'resident, and in conclusion, in a low
and portentous voice, he told tho people of the
North what they might expect by persisting in
"their unhallowed demands for a repeal of the Fu-
gitive Slave law, or by thrusting the Wilmot Pro-
viso (which he trusted was dead) in the face of
his fellow-Slaveholders. Here the audience could
barely understand, he spoke in so low a tone, and.
several impatiently exclaimed, "Louder! Loud¬
er!' which produced no effect. He shortly after¬
ward concluded his remarks amid murmurings,
applause, some hissings. Cheers were then given
for a great numberof the "friends of the country,'"
Foote, Webster, Downs, Cobb, and Mississippi
and Louisiana, Sam. Houston, Cass and Isaac P.
Walker, and crroaiis for Wm. II. Seward.
Senators Foote and Downs were then congrat¬

ulated by a large numberof persons who remained
behind to shake their hands.
These public receptions by the Committee of

Safety will save much money to the Corporation,
and will be found an excellent substitute for the
somewhat expensive receptions so frequently
jjjven to "distinguished" personages by our wor¬

thy Common Council in times past.
Predictions..Lest the Cotton Press should

squeeze out of its report and thus cheat the world
01 an important prediction by Senator Downs, we

put the same on record. "Just so sure as you of
the North attempt to thrust the Wilmot Proviso
upon the South, so sure as you repeal the Fugi¬
tive Slave Law, so sure as you abolish Slavery
in the District of Columbia, there will be Disunion,
and civil war will rage in the streets of your me¬

tropolis."
Mission to England..We understand that

an extensive "operator" in Lottery Tickets and
Policies, well known among the ' sporting men"
of this City, sailed yesterday for London. He goes
out for the purpose of establishing in Great Brit-
ain the Lottery business, and bears letters of in-

troduction to the habitues of Crockford's, by means
of which he will get the ear of the most distin¬

guished gamblers then, by a secret plan of ope-
rations, it is supposed that he will introduce the
sale of the Lottery tickets of Delaware. Maryland
and Yirginia Companies.the decision to be sub¬

ject to the drawings made in those States. It is

unnecessary to say that all this will be done 3ub

rosa; Parliament put an end to legal Lottery
gambling many years aso. In this country, twen¬

ty eiebt of thö thirty one States have outlawed
the business, and it is'probable that in the course

of the Winter one or more of the three benighted
Legislatures will do the same thing. If they
could be brought to appreciate the immense injury
that their Lotteries inflict upon men in this City
alone, they would wind them up forthwith. We
commend the new Missionary to London to the
attention of the authorities.

Real Estate..The following sales were made
at auction:

SyJ.M. Miller.,..Dec %
House und lot cor. Avenue B aud I2th-8L 20x60..>I,-jO

}<u A, H. Müller.... Dec. 7.
HottH and lot N side 13th-et. 32.11x103 3|. «.«»

.. W side Uth-av. 20x100. 3,350

.. adjoinlnir. 2«xliXI.3,850
.. 20x1110.J>730

Death [bt Arort.k-.xr..An inquest was held
yesterday' at No. 58 Cherry-st. upon the body ot
a sailor ntmed Ceo. W. Butler, a native of Balti¬
more, HO years of age, who died yesterday morn¬

ing of apoplexy. Deceased retired on the pre-
vious evening in apparent good health. A ver-

diet'in accordance with the above facts was ren- |
dcred.

Thi: Opera .A fall house received with great
favor lent evening Parodff Norma. We have

already spoken of oar general impression of her
rendering of this rile. It is drawn with broad,
lull strokes, and we thought we could recognize
in this perfoimance also, that greater softness
winch improved the Lwrtzia on Saturday even¬

ing. But this subdued tone can only be achieved
by Parodi after determined study.nar then will
it wear the resistless crrace of nature. She musr

always be impressive in the bold masses of her

parts. Her undoubted force and dramatic ability
ensure that But we cannot escape a feeling of
want of genuineness in her acting. It is well
done.but done directly at. the audience. It is
still niei j-drama.not perfect art. She seems,

however, to gain in pub'ic favor. The audiences
have latterly been fuller and more sincerely en¬

thusiastic. We observed that Manager Martezek
was cot upon bis throne, and learned that he had

gone to Philadelphia. l: Truly." as a friend sym¬
pathetic ally sighed." it is better to be an Editor
than a Manasrer."

were occupied for storage by J. A. Durkc-e & Co
These lofts were filled with Cotton, but how much
there ws.s in we were unable to ascertain.somo
said 1,500 bales, and some higher numbers up to

5,000. It is likely that the amount was under
.,' 000 bales.perhaps less than 1,500. This was

all ^destroyed. The iron was of course greatly
damaged the store being entirely destroyed, and
the walls prostrated. The lire was one of the
fiercest that we have seen water, of which there
was enough to put out Vesuvius, had no power to

save the store or any portion of the stock. The fire¬
men never worked harder, and by their tremend¬
ous exertions the City was savedfrom a mostdisas-
trousjjeonflagration. The adjoining stores were in
imminent danircr, but the firemen were all around,
ami all was saved. The store No. 76 is occupied
by John Acosta and Agaire & Gal way. wholesale
merchants. They suffered very little. No. 82 is
cccTipied by Soulter, Symington & Robinson, The
odore Perry &z Co. and Alphonze Forbea.Jall com-

mission merchants; these tirms suffered much
from water, mid the rear of the store was slightly
damaged by fire. We have no detail of the in-
snrances, but it is generally understood that they
were sufficient to cover the loss. The loss may
bo from $100,000 to 6200,000. The immense
volume of smoke which came from the cotton
tilled all the Eastern part of the City, and. near

the fire, proved a great hindrance to the firemen.
We noticed the Chief of Police and his forces,
Rod a number of Aldermen and prominent mer¬

chants ready for combat with tho destructive
element.

Fireman Stabbed..John Muldoan of No. 15

City Hall place, a fireman, member of Engine Co.
No. 21, while returning from the Broad-st. lire
with his Company, was dangerously stabbed in
the left side by a knife. He received a blow
which split one of the ribs and made a very serious
wound. lie was immediately taken to the City
Hospital by his brother firemen, where the wound
was dressed, and he was then taken home. The
occurrence happened in Daane-st. near Elm. Two
x' renenmen were arrested by the liremen, one of
whom must have inflicted the wound. They arc

in the Tombs, and refuse to toll their names. Aa
far as we can learn, there was no provocation.
OP We have barely rTioni to state that there

was a great gathering at the Tabernacle last
night under the auspices of the American and
Foreign Christian Union.

JV Our firemen, especially of Umpire Co. No
42, desire to express their thanks to Major Lctson
of the Washington Hotel, and other persons in

the vicinity of the Broad-st. fire, for ample re¬

freshments furnished when most needed.

Home for the Friendless.Donation Visit.
.'. He that glvetli unto the poor shall no', lack; but be that
hideth his eyes sluill have many a curse.'1.Prov. xxviii, 27.

The Alanacera of the House of Industry and Home for the
Friendless, on Hast Tbirtietb-3t..as will be seen by tbeir

notice in another column.have chosen Thanksgiving Day
for their Annual Donation Visit to ibis useful Institution. It

most take considerable; in the provision line, to feed an av¬

erage family of one hundred adults and children, and n o

were glad lo learn that our citizens remembered them so

liberally the lust season. It should be borne in mind thai a

«mall amount from individuals, ibat would be little felt, may
create a large supply in the aggregate. We nre informed
IliBl some oi the Manager-« will be In altendance at

Home'from 9 A.M. to .11'.M. on Thursday nexLwll
happy to wait on all present and former donors to theli

tution.especially lite lalter, that they tuny bear due t<

ninny to them of gratitude for pa^t favors. Should readers

blessed with large mear.s decide on their duty with, the text
above quoted before them, they might perhaps be induced

lo muke an investment that w ould pay fourfold. Anoibor

message from Heaven, equally worthy tbeir notice, and

specially appropriate fin a Thanksgiving occasion, Is die

following.(See Nehemiah viii. 10): '. (Jo thy way; eat the

fat and drink ;he sweet, and send portions to them for

Whom nothing is prepared."
1 Communicated |

A Chance to c.et Rich..Mr. Barnum Adver
lise? in another column lo dispose of his interest in some

most valuable copper mines in Connecticut This Is aval;
nable chance for investment on the part of those who have

enterprise and de.-ire to become dch

|3p* Jenny Lind having left us, fashionable so¬

ciety will have recourse to other means of divernaemenU
and amusement. The most seasonable Is thai of Evening
Parties. We would say to such as need assistance in the

line, that George L. Downing will give his ontire attention
lo the same ibis Winter. Ail the necessary furnimre for
parties will be furnished by Mm, such as crockery, glass,
silver, lights, music and confectionery. We would panic,
ulnrly recommend his ice-creams and charlotte nisse; they
are of his own manufacturing, and are made, as he says
'.with less regard to immediate proiit than to produce the

by the increased demand for them and other nect.'siari
He will be found at his father's, 'j Broad-=l.

Electrical Psychology..Dr. Dods, welj
known as a philosophic and Interesting lecturer, U, by b:s
new discoveries hi Psychology, making quite a stir ai

Clinton Hall. Ills experiments upon several Individuals
last evening were very curious, and particularly upon Mr.
Alex5nder, one of the Sous of Temperance. Tbt Doctor
seemed to make him believe thai he was John B. Gou/h-
He spoke eloquently, and sung a Temperance song, much

to bis own surprise, and causing roars of laughter. Dr

Dods lectures every night this week.

A Shot- of The Right Sort..The Journey¬
men Tailors' Cooperative Cnion.at 13! Nassau-si. employ
from 20 to 30 men. ell of whom are shareholders in the con"

cern. Their work we believe to be unsurpassed for fashion

and qualify, while the prices are exceedingly low. They
have extensive patronage now but w e trust that they will

acquire new customers uttil they are obliged to employ a

hundred men at leas!.
.*.

Niblo's..Marulm. played this evening for the
second lime. U the best of the Ravel?

Earli Closing..A meeöngof Greenwich st.

Drv Goods Clerks was held on the 5th instant,
when they resolved to recommend employers to

close stores at 7 P. M. after the ed January, and
at a Pi M otter the 1st of April. They propose to

call !« public meeting soon, to advance the object.

Goods for the World's Fair..Personi
having goods tobe forwarded to London For the
Great Exhibition will know where to stow them
from the following letter:

Navt Department, Tuesday, Dec. 3, [830.
Sir In reply lo your letter of the 30th November uitimo,

yea are Informed thai Captain Salter has thij day been i
etructed to receive, a: the Brooklyn Navy Vard, under h
coTurnax.d, aii ench articles as may be ae^t there from nrr
to time. u< he forwarded to the London Industrial Kvhir
tkm, and place thern where they will be secure and no. e
posed to tte weather.

I arc. respec'fui)'', vour obe>ii»nt servsnt.
wm. a or.-vham.

Americ inBibi.K Bociett..The Managers heid
their monthly meeting on Thursdny last, Hon.
William day presiding. Five newsorietie3 were
recognized as auxiliary; one in New-York, one
in New-Jersey, ouo in North Carolina, one in
Texas, and one in California, at Stockton. Let¬
ters were presented from different parrs of oar
own country, from Ceylon, and from China An
interesting report was read by Bev. Dr. Turner,
from the Committee on Versions, expressing the
views of the Committee at length as to the vari¬
ous terms proposed for translating the word God
and Spirit in the new Chinese version. The re¬

port was adopted and ordered to be printed, and
copies sent to the British anil Foreign Bible S wi-
ety. fither topics of importance were taken up
and discussed, which made the session of more
than ordinary iength.

as ascertained by the late census, is -13,77-2. The
number ofinhabitants in 1345 was 27,259; the in-
crease, therefore, in rive years is 16,513. We have
now tho rctut-ng from all the Wards in the City
but three.the Third. Fifteenth and Sixteenth
The aggregate population of those Wards in
which the enumeration is completed is 430,1150.
The three Wards tobe heard from in 1815 had
71,672 inhabitants. If they number as many now,
the population of the City will be :")10,?07* The
Third and Fifth Wards will show a large increase;
the Sixteenth Ward has been divide.fsince 1*4.1.
There is a fair show for at least .".IO.OUO.

f Communicated.,'
Mr. Editor: At an Election for Brigadier

General in the First Brigade New-York State Mi¬
litia, held at the Mercer House on Monday, Dth
inst. the very meritorious officer commanding the
Third Regiment (Hussars) was not elected Briga¬
dier-General, notwithstanding his having, by his
own unaided efforts, raised and equipped said Re¬
giment.but a majority of the officers of the First
Brigade (namely, by a vote of g to 4,) elected to
said office Col. Chas. B. Spicor. of the Second Re¬
giment, one whom all likewise respect and honor.

AN OFFICE.t

Arrest of a Forcer..Capt Leonard of the
Second Ward Police yesterday arrested a man

named Wm. Henry, charged with forging sundry
ordera for Stationery, Jewelry, &c. It appeared
in evidence that yesterday morning a lad named
Tims. Kenney whose parents reside at 'J Frank-
fort-st. called at the store of Arthur A Bennett,
Stationers, of 61 Wall st. and presented au order
for a ream of letter paper, a gold pencil case, pen,
Ac. with the forged name of (Jeo. W. Dilks of the
Tax Commissioners office signed toil; the firm
supposing the order to be genuine, tilled it anil
handed the lad the articles. The same boy soon
after called at the Jewelry Store of Mr. I!. Ten-
ney in Broadway, and presented an order for a

gold watch, pencil case, pen, locket, dec. with the
name of Waiter Greenough forged to the order.
The clerk was too wide awake lor him this time,
and suspecting that the order was not genuine,
questioned the boy closely who stated that Henry
tho accused gave him tho order. The Chief of the
Police was then notified of the affair and the mat
tcr was placed by him in the hands of Capt'
Leonard to investigate. A parcel about the si;:a-
that the articles ordered would make was then
prepared and given to the boy who went with it
directly to Fulton st. and when near the office of
the New York Sun gave it to the accused, who
was immediately arrested by the officer and lock¬
ed in the office of the Chief of Police. It. was then
ascertained that the boy had on the 9th of last
month presented a similar order for stationery
with the forced name ol Jas. Harper signed to it,
to Anthony Je Boot of 7 Nassau-at. and obtained
from them the articles therein named. Other
persona are supposed to have been served in a
similar manner by the accused and bis boy. The
latter was held as a witness against Henry.
Charge of Embezzlement..Itich'd M. Chap¬

man, an Englishman, for the past year a cierk in
the store of E. Evans, 07 Catherine-st was yes¬
terday arrested by Constable Joseph of tho Fourth
Ward, charged with having, during the period of
his clerkship in the store, embezzled about $1,000
in money. Mr. e. has for some time past sus¬

pected the accused, and a few days since em¬

ployed the officer to watch his movements, and
yesterday morning the officer observed Chapman
going into the Bowery Savings Hank, as he sup
posed, to make a deposit. Immediately on Chap¬
man's leaving the Ban!:, he went in and ascer¬
tained that he bad upward of 8250 there deposited.
He then arrested the accused, and on searching
his trunk a considerable amount of gold and silver,
beside lia.-.k bills, was found, which the accused
confessed to be the property of his employer. He
was taken before Justice Osborue and committed
for trial.

Emigration" to America..Among the pas¬
sengers who sailed in the packet ship Guy Man
nenng, for Liverpool, we notice the name of Rev.
T. N. Mullen, a Catholic clergyman, who recently
purchased some ~ö,0OC acres in Iowa, where he
intends to bring a large number of Iiis countrymen
to settle as soon as preparations can be made in
Ireland lor their departure to America.

Arrest for Forgery..Officer Mognes of the
lower police Court, yesterday arrested Timothy
H. Mam, chanted with the commission of a fer¬
nery. It appears that in 1848 the accused was

proceeded against in the Supreme Court of this
State, by Joseph Clurkof Albany, for the purpose
of recovering a balance claimed by him from
Main. Tie- matter w as left to a referree, before
whom the accused appeared, and presented the
following note or memorandum
Due T. H. Main, twenty-five thousand six hundred and

liny-one, 82100 nolle, for money bad and received, in which
the stuff i have sent him since April I2lb, la to be deducted
from the amount. (Signed! JOS. CLARK.

Mr. Clark admits that the siguature is genuine,
but alledtres that the document above his name is
a forgery. He supposes that a letter of bis has
been obtained and the body of it effaced, and re-

tilled with the above note. The accused was
committed to prison by Justice 'sborne to await
further examination.
Child Suffocated..An inquest was held

yesterday at No. 1<>7 Church-st. upon the body ot
ä male infant but a few days old, named Wm.
Laws, who yesterday morning died in its mother's
arms, having been accidentally suffocated by the
clothing upon the bed. \ erdict accordingly.

COMMON C< >UNGIL PROCEEDINGS.
Official] Bonrd of Aldermen.

ADJOURNED MEETING....Monda v. Dec.9,13o0.
Present.Morgan Morgan;. Esq. President;

Aid. Griffin. Dodge. Wood, Oakley. Chapman, Kelly, Smith.
Bail. Haws. Miiler. Cook. Bard. Brition, Delamater a.id
Franklin.
The nuuutes of the last meeting were read ar.d approved.

petition^.
B'-Aid. Haws. Petition of Hook and Ladder Co. No. I,

for alteration to be made 1b their House, which wm referred
to the Committee on i'ire Department.
BylAld. Britlon. Petition ofwm H. Oiikiey.tobeappoi.il-

ed a Commissioner of Deeda. which was referred to the
Committee on Salaries and Officea.

resignation.
Resignation of Jeremiah Towle und Wilson G. Hunt as

Commissioners, and John EC Riser, Inspector of Common
Schools ofthe 1.2th Ward, which was accepted.

Aid. Shaw presented the following resolutions, which
we:e adopted.viz.

Rttoittd, Thai William Ef. Biting and Elista MorrtU be,
ard they arebeiehy, appointed Commissioners of Common
Schools for the Twelfth Ward, to supply the vacaucies now

existing by the iet-ai termination of tile offices of the late
Commnunocera, Wilson G fluni and Jeremiah Towle
Hciched, Thut Hictson W. Field be, and he la hereby,

appointed Inspector of Common Schools for ihe Tweliiii
Ward, to supply the vacancy now existing by the legal ter¬
mination of the office of the late Inspector. John H. Riker.

Raolstd, That James S. Breath and Frederick W. Lam-
bersoc be. and they are hereby. api>oinled Trustees of
Common Schools for the Twelfth Ward, lo aaprily the va¬

cancies now existing by the letal termination ofthe offices
of liielau- Trustees, O. W. Morris and J. Fowler, Jr.

Aid. Delamater pesented the following resolution, which
was referred to the Committee on Streets, viz:

Betolrtd, That SCtfi-sL between the 6th and 7th ave¬
nues, be regulated and carnage-way paved, under the direc¬
tion of the Strict Commissioner.
Aid. Kel'v presented the following resolution, which was

addopted. viz:
heuAred. That the crosswalk ai the intersection of Leon¬

ard and Center-ata. be raised and relaid, under the direc-
don of ;l.e Cot mi.s-.oner of Repairs and Supplies, togeth¬
er with so much of the carriage-way as may be necessary.

Aid. Wood presented the following resolution whi.-h was

:fh «ii? of Barciay-st. nsUiJ. and that the Com-
¦suner of Repairs and Supple* cauao the same lo bo
je without delay.

arroars.
be Committee on sewers presented a report adverse to

construction ofa sewer in Spring .it. from Broadway to

nmpson, which was adopted.
"be Committee or. Sewers presented a report :n favor o:

istrueting a sewer in SixuVav. from 3i".n to tötest, with
crdin«nce therefor, wb)eh was adopted on a division,
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A Report of the Committee on Street.-. In favor of fencing

vacant lots on'Jili and ICtli sts. with au ordinance. Referred
to Coininillee on Streets.
A Report of the Committee on Streets, in favoi of fencing

vacant [ots.and repairing flagging In Fourth-av.between 17t.Ii
and 18:h s:s. Relerred to Committee on Streets.
Alteportof the Committee on Streets, recommending a

concurrence with the Hoard of Aldermen, In the adoption of
the resolution to regulate, tic. South-si. Irom Roosevelt-st,
to (.'utheiinc-st.J with an ordinanco therefor, which was
concurred in on a division, viz Affirmativ*.Aid. Griffin,
Wood, Uukley, Chapman. Kelly, the President. Aid. Smith.
Haws. Miller. Shaw. Cook, Bard, Britton, Delamater and
Franklin.15.
A Report of t!;i: Committee on Lamps nnd Gas In favor
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A Communication was received from the Commissioner
of Repairs and Supplies, with a resolution appropriating
$217 lor eiJur2int' and making alterations to Houses of En¬
gine Co 12 a^d Hose Co 22, which was adopted on a di
vision, i.i.. sffirmntite.AM. ßriran, Dodge, Wood, Oak¬
ley. Chapman, Kelly, the President. Aid. Smith, Haws,
M.iler, Shaw Cook, Bard. Britton, Delamater, Franklin,
A Communication was received from the Street Commis¬

sioner in relation to regulating of riroorne-st. from the Bow-
erv to Cenn.-r sL with "a plan of ill* elevation of the rail
track In said street, which w as referred to the Committee
on Streets.

Aid. Cook moved that when the Board adjourn it will ad-
oura to meet to-morrov> 10th inst. at 5 o'clock, P, M.
widen was carried.
Aid Wool moved that the Board do now adjourn.which

was lost on a division. vi>:: Jfirmatiee.Aid. Wood, Oak-
lev. Chapman. Keilv. Britton, Franklin.6. Kegatite.Aid.
(irirlin. Dodge, the'President. Aid. Smith. Haw-. Miller
.-'biw. Co.-k, Bard, Delamater.10.

Aid. Griffin moved to take up the report of the Finance
Committee in favor of remitungTaxee on property of Hen-
ry A Heiser. No. S> Warren-st. leased by the Corporation
lor the 1st District .Juiticea Court, which was laid upon the
table Nov. 11. 1850, whichWas carried. He then moved
that the same be adopted, which was carried on a division,
iz Affirmatice.Aid. Gririin, Dodge, Chapman, Kelly, ihe

President, Aid. Smith, Haws, Miller, Shaw, Cook, Bard,
Britton, and Franklin.Iii. Negati»e.Aid. Wood. Deiama-

AliT Wood moved that the Board do now adjourn, which
was carried on a division, viz .Affirmative.Aid. Grtflin,
Dod^c Wood, Clutpman. Kelly,the President, Aid. Smith,
Mil'er, Bard, Britton, Delamater, Franklin.12. Sega-
fir.--Aid. Hawg, 8haw, Cook.3.
Whereupon the Prestdrat announced that the Board stood

ad ocrued until to-morrow, MHh insL at 5o'clock, P. M.
0 1 VALEKTIHB, Clark.

THE FINE ARTS.
-4-

Tae Oprrn and iUisalenJ Prospect*.
New-York is one of tbo half doren capitals Of

the world, and is not j ot sore of its Opera, la
evhuble failure waits upon the constantly-renew,
ed attempt to establish that yet crowning grace oi
a metropolis. For the last six or more years wa
bavo had a tolerably continuous operatic season.
attended with occasional explosions, rivalries and
dissatisfaction, and with a strong tendency to ter¬
minate every spring in a grand feu tie jeie of ma-,

nagerial failures, artistic jealousies, and popular
discontent, although the satisfactory result of tut
year s season is a good earnest for the fatare-
The history of New-York Opera might bo amas.

iug if it were not monotonous, and there must be
some reason for this state of things.some fatal
misapprehension of times and places hi the ma¬

nagerial mind; for no people are so ready as we to

acknowledge what is genuine, and to pay roundly
and richly for its enjoyment. Ole Hull's liddle-
bow was a magical wand, creating gold for him.
Fanny Ellsler's foot pointed to an accessible HI
Dorado wherever she chose to lift it, and certaia-
ly Jenny Lind bus been the fortunate fairy-favor¬
ed, who uttered only pearls and diamonds.
In no country is money made and sptTht so easily
ami freely as iu America, and yet we do not have
the best things that money can buy in any depart,
ment. We ought to hear Grisi and Aiboni and
Persiani, aud Sontag, ami Mario, and Staudigbl
sing. We ought to see Cerito and Carlotta and
Hesati dance and feast in New-York upon what¬
ever is fairest and most fascinating in cotempora-
ry art in Paris or London ; and this not for a fow
times, in a cramped and unsatisfactory manner,
but with all possible prestige. We are the pcople
to enjoy and to pay for it. New-York is more

musical th.au London, on the whole. The finest

Opera aud the finest Opera-audience iu the world
are among a people not especially musical. In

London, at her Majesty's, which malgre Parisia«
incredulity U now the royal court of the Opera;
it is supported by a class who cultivate it as a

luxury, for which Italy and the Italian Opera
houses are searched and despoiled of whatever

promise they have, and which passes tinally upoa
the merits of a siugoror a dancer, without appeal
to the Salle Ventadour or the Rue Lepelletier.
Now why is a city of as much, if not more, ma-

sica! taste, and with ample means to pay for ita

gratification, forever thwarted in its desire to have
a good Opera For wo cannot regard the Astor-

place House, either in its building or in its enter¬

tainment, as fully worthy of the city. We wish to

be generous to a gentleman of the energy and skill
oi Mr. Mnretzek, but we must bo just to tho fair
claims of the city.our Opera is a second-rat*
Opera. It is like the native Italian Operas, which
are always pcor, became any rising star of La
Scala or the San Carlo is instantly transferred
to shine in the English firmament. It is even bet¬
ter than the Italian Operas, because we havo Pa-
uoui, who was considered by Lumley's divers a

pearl pure enough to bring to tho surface. Hat
while tho New-York Opera is less than tho Lon¬
don or the Paris Opera, we have a right to com.-

plain that it is so, and agitate, like free and inde¬

pendent citizens as we are, until we havo otto a*

good.
The secret of the matter here, as elsewhere, is

simply.money. If New-York can pay as much or

more than London or Paris, New York can enjoy
as much. And there being no doubt of the ability
and inclination to pay, the sole question is, how
to base the undertaking broadly enough to succeed-

In Paris the French Opera is supported by tho
Government at two houses, in ono of which
French Libretti of Italian Operas are aung. Tha
exclusive Italian Opera was sustained before the
Revolution of '48, by the fasbjon and wealth of
the city, and without public aid. Since that time
it has been generally closed, but twice opened by
Ronconi, who lost a great deal of money by the
business. It is just now opened for the third tima
by Lumley, the Manager of Her, Majesty's its
London, and receives ample aid from Govern¬
ment. In Berlin and St. Petersburg the Opera is
supported by tho Government, as it is in Vienna
and Naples. In London, we believe, but are not
(|uite sure, Her Majesty's receives private subsi¬
dies from the public purse, while tho Royal Ital-
/-//( Opera at C'ovent Garden is a private specula,
tion, sometimes succeeding in ruining tho loasoa
very rapidly, as in the case of Mr. Delaficld, re¬

cently bankrupt to an enormous amount.
In addition to this source of support, the chief

Operas abroad are under the patronage of the No¬
bility.a permanently fashionable and wealthy
class. One glance at these facts shows clearly
enough that dependence is not solely placed upon
private musical taste or resoureos. The consout
of long habit and the surviving musical taste
which originally invented and supported tho
Opera, justify the government in such assistance-
Put we cannot hope for similar governmental aid
in this country. The Opera is regarded, politically,
if we may say so, as a luxury, a view of the case,
which is as true abroad, but which does not occur
to the popular mind there, because foreign gov*
ernments love and always have aided and abetted
luxury.
As we cannot look to the government neither

can we hope from what is called Fashton, tho ade*
'piatc support ot an Opera. We want only tho
experience of a few past years to show that foot
as cloai ly a-, it an be demonstrated. The tratst
is, that in New-York, although there is a perma¬
nent class called fashionable, yet its materials are
constantly changing. As the City is perpetually
recruiting from the country, so the more fushioaa"
ble i[uarters of the City recruit from the quarters
less fashionable. The East gradually moves to¬
ward the West and North. The world beyond the
Bowery arrives, cid successful speculations in silks,
stocks or .sausages, in the vicinity of Blooming"
dale. The grand-children spend the fortune of the
grand-part.-nts. The fashion of yesterday is forgot*
ten to-morrow, and so the perpetual change goes oa
which keeps us all alive. We are opt, however, U»
overlook this spirit, and because London and Paris
are only a fortnight away, to fancy that, on the
whole, society is very much the same thing here
as there. So far as the Polka is concerned, that is
a harmless delusion. But if a man proposes indi¬
vidual success, or the foundation of a permanent
social Institution, he must accurately appreciate
the essential differences between Now-York and
Pans or London.
The Fine .Arts must be made popular among a*

or they cannot live here. Everything must be
done democratically in this country, if it looks te
popular support. This is our advantage as much
as our disadvantage. The Art-Union illustrates it
in one way by its growing success, and the Opera
shows it in the other way, by its constant failure.
For we love money and count the cents, except
when we can buy the best. And even to the price
of the best there must be a limit. We did not
grudge three dollars to hear Jenny Lind but we
look long at the two and a half dollars for
Parodi. Yet, without doubt, Jenny Lind
would always have filled the Opera House at $4,
eyen with a strict exclusion of dead-heads, as long
as she crowded Tripler Hall.
The whole thing, therefore, becomes as easy aa

making an immense fortune by Jenny hind's sing¬
ing. There was a golden harvest waiting to be
reaped, crying aloud to all Yankees, " Take me,"
as the pndding-bellied pig cried " Eat me" to tha


